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International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments and Amendments 

Applicant's amendments filed October 17, 2005 and September 30, 2005, have 
been entered and made of record. 

The objection to the drawing (Figure 7) is withdrawn in light of applicant's newly 
submitted corrected drawing of Figure 7. 

The objection to the misspelled word in claim 3 is withdrawn in view of applicant's 
amendment to the claim. 

In view of applicant's amendments and arguments, all 35 USC 103 rejections on 
the claims are withdrawn. 

Claims 1-3, 5-13, and 15-20 are allowed. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
As to claim 1, the limitation of selectively determining position and size on the 
image in which the photographing information represented by the photographing 
information data selected is to be superposed, was not found, in combination with the 
other limitations of the claim, in the prior art of record. Claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 8-10 are 
allowed as they depend from claim 1. Claims 7, 11 and 17 are allowable for similar 
reasons to claim 1. Claims 12, 13, 15, 16 and 18-20 are allowed as they depend from 
claim 11. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
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accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tomita (USPN 6,374,131) discloses acquiring information on direction and size 
of bioelectric currents in a person who has undergone an MRI scan and superposing 
information of directions and sizes of bioelectric currents on onto a tomographic image 
(column 6, lines 40-47). This is not considered to be the same as the instant applicant's 
invention as the bioelectric current information here is a result of a test, not a 
photographing condition. 

Melkent (US Patent Publication 2003/0208122) discloses superposing onto 
images symbols and indicators of different size, shape and color, representing 
information on the positions and paths of medical equipment in a body (see claims 4, 
13,15 and 73 on pages 7-1 0). 

Bieger (USPN 6,768,496) discloses superposing one image onto another based 
on photographing conditions like endoscope orientations. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashutosh Upreti whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7428. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jingge Wu can be reached on (571) 272-7429. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 




